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Matt’s Musings 

 
 

 
I’ve done a lot of things that lasted exactly three years.  
I went to college for three years.  I worked as a director 
of Youth Ministries at my dad’s church for three years.  
After that, I went to seminary for, you guessed it, three 
years.  From there, I went to my first church where I 
served as Pastor for three years (almost to the day). 

Granted, I’ve done some things longer.  I went to high school for five years (8th grade was high school 
for me, sub freshmen, or subbies…not a great title).  I’ve been a dad for five years.  I’ve been married for 
almost eleven.  But there was a time in which I noticed three. 

Which brings me to the point (which I know, is rare for me to have).  This March / Ash Wednesday will 
mark my three year anniversary here at Norcross Presbyterian Church.  Noting my unintentional penchant for 
threes, I also note the following: 

 
We don’t feel like going anywhere.  The Fry’s want to stay at Norcross because we still feel God’s call 

here. 
I don’t get the sense that in three years we’ve done all that can be done together – or (to translate) three 

years isn’t near long enough to do all the wonderful things we can do together. 
I’m glad that we aren’t going anywhere.  Setting down roots is nice.  Setting them down with NPC is 

icing on top of the cake. 
I get the sense that something really exciting is just around the corner.  I don’t know what exactly God is 

doing, but I do feel God working in us, preparing us for something cool.  And I for one can’t wait to 
see what it is. 

 
So, I’m calling on my experiences that are for more than three years.  I gotta tell you, it feels great.  And 

I’m sorry, but I guess you are stuck with us.  Let’s enjoy the journey, and continue to, 
 
Be Well, 

 

     
 
I give thanks to my God always for you because of the 
grace of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus. 
– I Corinthians 1:4 (NRSV) 
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“ The Gong Show” is the featured theme of the 2006 edition of 
NPC’s Valentine Dinner.  All ages are welcome to come and 
 enjoy dinner and laughs as we are entertained by antics and 
talents a la the 1970’s TV show.  Entertainment coordinators 
Tanya Carroll and Ken Birmingham will take performance 
 applications. (No talent too small!)  Judges will be church 
youth.  Dinner reservations can be made at church or with 
Carol MacGregor (770-840-9250).  Tickets are $5.00 per 
 person, with a family limit of $15.00.  Participation without 

advance reservation is welcome! 
 

 

  

 

Valentine Dinner and Gong Show 
Saturday, February 11, 2006 

6:30 pm 



The calendar for PW in Greater Atlanta this year has many events 
listed.  Full information about these dates is on the PW bulletin board in 
the church hallway. 
 
February 11: Conference for the Caring Community 2006:  
   “Communication Across the Generations” 
   8:30am—1:30pm, Radcliffe Presbyterian 
 
February 26: Celebrate the Gifts of Women Sunday 
 
March 19:  Annual Gathering of Presbyterian Women in Greater 
   Atlanta Presbytery at Shallowford Presbyterian 
 
April 20:  Come See Columbia Day at Columbia Theological 
   Seminary, Decatur 
 
April 28-30: A Spiritual Spring Retreat for Presbyterian Women of 
   Greater Atlanta at Callaway Gardens 
 
July 7-11:  2006 Churchwide Gathering of Presbyterian Women,  
   Louisville, Kentucky.  Webpage for the gathering: 
   www.pcusa.org/pwgathering 

Presbyterian Women 
by 

Carol MacGregor 



 

 

Thank you! 
 
Dear Friends of NPC, 
 
On behalf of the teachers of NPC Preschool, we would like to thank you for your generous bo-
nus received over the holidays.  It was such a nice surprise and we are very thankful!  We cer-
tainly could not run this preschool without all of the love and support that you give us.  Your 
overwhelming care for this preschool blows us away everyday!  We feel truly blessed to be at 
such a wonderful church preschool.   
Thank you again and we hope that everyone has a blessed New Year! 
 
Fondly,  
The Teachers of NPC Preschool 
 
 
 
Dear NPC Family, 
 
Thank you so much for the very generous bonus received at Christmastime.  Your love and 
support for me and Matt makes my heart swell with pride and happiness that we are a part of 
this church family!  We feel truly blessed to be here among such wonderful people!  The love 
our children receive is overwhelming and we are so thankful.  Kayla and Murphy know that 
they are truly blessed to belong to this church family and they feel your love every time they 
see you all.   Thank you for all you do for us but especially for the love we feel every time we 
walk through these doors!!  
  
Much Love, 
Melissa 

 
 

Coming Soon:  CPR/ First Aid Class 

 
Melissa plans to schedule an annual CPR/First Aid class for her  

teachers in the near future.  If anyone in the congregation would like to 
 attend, you are welcome!  Please contact Melissa at the preschool at 

(770) 448-2836. 



 BEST WISHES TO OUR 
FEBRUARY 

BIRTHDAY CELEBRANTS 

2 Tyler Smith 

9 Katie Steele 

9 Mike Carroll 

11 Bobby Akines 

11 Florence Cochran 

17 Jim Valentine 

18 Dave Lankford 

18 Sue Lithopoulos 

19 Kayla Fry 

19 Alan Lankford 

20 Sarah Akines 

  

  

15 Lyn Ferraiolo 


