[O

THE NEWSLETTER OF NORCROSS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Table of Contents APRIL 2007 Norcross, Georgia

Matt’s Musings | Page 1 | PW/Rainbow Page 6

Village Golf
Classi , .
e Matt’s Musings

Easter Flowers Page 2 | NPC Childcare/ |Page 7

Lionheart

Easter Brunch/ | Page 3 | A Special Page 8 Easter is coming. The yellow pollen is a clue.

Egg Hunt Thank You The Cadbury Eggs in the stores are a clue. The com-
mercials for hams are clues. Easter is coming.

Fish Fry Page 4 | Birthdays Page 9 The preparations are underway. The choir has
been working diligently and joyfully, and will present
many offerings for us during Holy Week. First off, on

NPC Men’s Page 5 | Calendar Page Sunday 1 April we will be treated to the Passion Sun-

Group 10

day Cantata, which promises to be very exciting. It will continue (with one anthem) on Maundy Thursday at
our 7.00 P.M. Service. And the Chancel choir as well as the Bell Choir will treat us to special music on

Easter morning at our Worship Celebration that morning. Easter is coming.

My preparations are underway. Holy week is a busy week. Not only do we have the aforementioned
Passion/Palm Sunday and Maundy Thursday worship celebrations, but we also have Good Friday service at
7.00 P.M. And I am in the midst of preparing all sorts of things for Easter Morning. Melissa and I have to
figure out what to bring for our 5™ annual Easter casserole breakfast (and I can’t believe that this is our 5™
time already, we’ve enjoyed each one but can’t believe that it is 5 already.) The girls are getting their Easter
clothes figured out, and are even keeping me moderately informed this year as to what will be worn. You
know what a fashion sense I have. And I am preparing for Easter morning worship, which will be an exciting
time as always. Yes, Easter is coming.

There is much work to be done by all of us. We have cured hams to procure, and then dinner to ready.
We have to prepare our eggs, both here at church, and then perhaps at home too. We have to get our clothes
aligned. We have to prepare our hearts and souls to travel with Jesus to the cross, and to search for him at the
empty tomb. Easter is not an easy time that sneaks up on us and we go through the motions. We have lots of
preparations of which to take care.

And, while there are lots of clues all around us, there are clues within us. Our hearts jump a little more,
because we know that Easter is coming. Our anticipation is raised. Our hands can barely keep busy enough
so that we can pass the time until Easter. Our minds have a harder time finding focus. Easter is coming.

Let us celebrate the signs and the season.

As I am always,
Yours in Christ,
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I give thanks to my God always for you because of the
O R< RO S S grace of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus.

" — I Corinthians 1:4 (NRSV)
Presbyterian Church




Easter Flowers!

The Easter flowers that were donated and planted on the church
grounds last year were lovely. We would like to continue that tradition
this year. Your gift of plants can be dropped off at church on Saturday,
April 7th or brought to NPC on Easter Sunday morning. If your plant
is dedicated in memory of someone or something, it will be noted on a

card and placed in the plant while it is displayed on the ladder cross.

Think of the fun you and your family will have selecting just the

perfect flower to grace God’s house!

Plants that would work well as additions to the landscape at church
may or may not be in bloom, but can still be purchased. We would love
to plant azaleas, Shasta daisies, roses, or any plants that have bulbs like
daffodils, Easter lilies, or amaryllis. Any spring/early summer annuals

would be wonderful too.

Please consider participating in this Easter Gift to God’s House!

Thanks,
Tanya Carroll
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Easter
Brunch

Join church families and friends for Easter Brunch on Easter morn-
ing. Serving from 9:15 and continuing until worship time. Bring a
favorite breakfast dish to share. Come early, in between, or late, but
come as we celebrate our Risen Lord and fellowship together on this
most special of mornings. Questions? P lease contact
Carol MacGregor at (770) 840-9250.

Annual Easter Egg Hunt

to be held Easter Morning
following worship!

The Easter Egg Hunt will be held in the
church front yard on Easter Morning
following the worship service. All

children from toddlers through 5th grade

are welcome. So bring a friend to Easter
Services and don’t forget your Easter
baskets!




( «) NPC Annual Fish Fry
Saturday, April 28, 2007 =)
4:00pm A/\
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Mark you calendars and invite friends and family to the NPC An-

nual Fish Fry on Saturday, April 28". Outdoor games are scheduled to begin at
4:00 while the food is cooking! Eating begins at 5:00. As the April newsletter
goes to press, musical entertainment and speakers (topic - summer mission activi-
ties) are in the works. Watch for bulletin updates and future e-mails.

WE ARE PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THAT WE ARE BRINGING CRAW-
FISH BACK TO THE 2007 FISH FRY MENU! This popular item is back
due to improved availability and pricing that has returned to pre-2006 levels.

Tickets will be on sale Sundays and Wednesdays beginning Wednesday April 11"
Ticket pricing remains the same as 2005 and 2006:

$ 8 per adult (12 and up),
$ 4 per child (ages 6 — 11, 5 and under free)
$30 family cap.

Please purchase tickets early or make a reservation by Sunday April 22", so that
the cooks can order the right amount of food! And yes, we will still sell tickets
the day of the event. Last year there was a request for fish fry meals to go; for
2007, to go boxes will be available (tickets are still needed) beginning at 5:30 pm
(note 2 hour delay in availability).

The 2007 Fish Fry menu includes the following:
Fried Catfish
Boiled Crawfish
Chicken Nuggets (please indicate when buying ticket)
Grilled Chicken Tenderloins (please indicate when buying ticket)
Hush Puppies
Red Beans and Rice
Corn on the Cob
Cole Slaw (Jill Swenson’s recipe)
Dessert (bring some to share; finger foods and fruit suggested)
Water and Sodas

If you would like to help with this big event, please contact Chip Plyler or Diane
Lewis. Cooks, kitchen helpers and setup crew are still needed! In closing, invite
your friends, come have fun, eat, play, help out in some way, and remember that
everyone is asked to bring a dessert to share.
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NPC Men’s Group
B
Tim I)?/ado

The NPC Men's Group has reached a milestone. As of March 23, 2007, we have raised
enough money to fund our commitment of $1,000.00 to support Vacation Bible School this
coming July. As most of you know, our major source of income comes from our bi-monthly
dinner and Texas Hold Em championship. Our most recent get together was held at the home
of German Correa with Larry "New holder of the Rado Rabbit" Fleuhr preparing some delicious
Mexican cuisine and we have crowned yet another new champion in our very own Youth Direc-
tor, Chris McCurdy (OK- 3 of our 6 champions have ties to Columbia Seminary- Is Texas Hold
Em a required course for being a pastor?-Discuss). Second place went to Ryan Kaul in his
very first appearance (Been practicing Ryan?) and third place went again to Rod Lewis. Any-
way, we truly feel blessed to be able to do this and more so in that the group is growing and
looking for other ways to use this ministry.

At a recent committee member meeting, responsibilities were divied up among the committee
members as follows:

1. Tim Rado- Monthly newsletter, historian, annual retreat

2. Jason Bernardo- Fellowship activities (Texas Hold Em, Golf, Baseball, etc.)

3. Chip Plyler- NPC service projects (Annual BBQ, fish fry, pumpkin patch, VBS,
workdays, etc.)

4. Rod Lewis- Local service projects and treasurer (Norcross Coop, Habitat for Humanity, etc.)

5. Glen Helmstetter- Greater Atlanta service projects and youth group coordinator (Clifton
shelter, Hosea Feed the Hungry, etc.)

6. Walter Cochran- Website coordinator and marketing guru

Please get with one of the committee members to volunteer some time in helping us with the
many projects we have planned for the men's group. On April 7th, we will be helping to set up
City Hall East for the Hosea Feed The Hungry Easter dinner and that evening will be serving a
meal at Clifton. Later this month, we will be having a workday to plant flowers from the Easter
Cross and spruce up the property in preparation for our annual fish fry on April 28th. We would
also like to host a free car wash to the Norcross community to demonstrate the giving nature of
our church so as you can see, we sure could use a few men and youth to step up to the plate
and help out at these functions. As always, | would like to thank anyone who is participating in
any way with helping the Men's Group ministry and to thank God for His blessings in helping
our group to grow and be a positive influence in our community!

I His Service

@/ Tim Rado %/

\&
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Presbyterian Women
Retreat Opportunities

Northeast Georgia Presbyterian Women
Annual Rock Eagle Spring Retreat

April 13-15, 2007

It is More Blessed to Receive Than to Give
(Genesis 49:25-26)

Presbyterian Women Presbytery of Greater Atlanta

2007 Spiritual Spring Retreat
at beautiful Callaway Gardens

Saturday, April 28-Sunday, April 29

Registration Fee: $80.00
Includes retreat Saturday/Sunday, workshops and three meals.

Full information/registration forms for both retreats are displayed

on the Presbyterian Women bulletin board.

“Swing Fore the Rainbow”
12th Annual Rainbow Village Golf Classic

One of Rainbow Village’s main benefit events each year is the Rainbow Village
Charity Golf Classic, which will take place this year at the Olde Atlanta Golf Club
in Suwanee. This year’s date is Monday, May 7th, and foursomes are invited to
enter. Brochures with full information are on the literature table in the narthex.

Register online or find out more by visiting the Rainbow Village website:

www.rainbowvillage.org
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NPC Childcare will hold a Trike-a thon on
Friday, April 20th to benefit Saint Jude’s Children’s
Hospital. Two children in our congregation,
Luke Harris and Calvin Bernardo, may be asking for
your support of this event during
the week of April 15th.

Happy Pedaling!

Lionheart Theatre Company
Presents:

Radio TBS, Trailer Broadcasting Scandals
by Mark L. Smith
Directed by J. Michael Carroll

Back by popular demand!! This rollicking play provides plenty of opportunity
to laugh out loud with just a hint of old-fashioned moral to the story. Told
by a collection of over-the-top females in the unlikely setting of the Luna
Del Mar Manufactured Home Oasis and Monkey Emporium, each woman has her own
individual quirkiness. The TBS stands for “Trailer Park Broadcasting Scan-
dals.” Radio Report hostesses and trailer-park doyennes Vesta Poteet and
Dixie Mandrell set the mood as they deliver the news, weather and farm report
with a little local gossip for color. The whole motley group gets together
to put on the park’s nativity scene. If you can laugh at yourself as well as
your neighbor, this show is for you.

Show times:
Fridays and Saturdays-April 20, 21, 27, 28, May 4, 5 at 7:30pm
Sundays-April 22, 29, May 6 at 2pm

Ticket prices:
$15 for Adults, $12 for Seniors and students, $10 NPC members, Groups of 10
or more $10 each (All ticket prices include dessert and beverages)

Norcross Community and Cultural Arts Center-10 Britt Ave, Norcross, GA 30071

For additional information, see our website www.lionhearttheatre.org
or call us at 770-806-0935.
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A Special Thank You

from
Lora Crowley

Dear Norcross Presbyterian Congregation:

Claire’s passing in December has been the most traumatic event we have ever ex-
perienced. Through your prayers we have been placed in the palms of God’s lov-
ing hands and have received strength from Him beyond measure. Norcross Pres-
byterian is where our family first learned the meaning of ‘church family’. It is
where our daughters were baptized and first experienced the nurture of the family
of Christ. It is where we first ventured along our journey of faith as a family and
first felt surrounded and supported by fellow believers living our daily lives. You
are a loving part of our lives, our journey in faith, and our understanding of the
expression of His love through the community of faith.

It is difficult to express how grateful we are for all the expressions of support we
have received, through cards, poems, letters, and phone calls from the members of
our church family in Norcross. You expressed your love and understanding of our
loss of Claire in so many ways that touched our hearts and encouraged us to carry
on. We know that you share our loss. So many of you recalled for us the joy we
all experienced as we watched Claire grow along with all her sisters and brothers
in the Norcross Presbyterian family. You have helped us to know that God is with
us. This has been a wonderful demonstration of the love for each other that fol-
lows only from the love that Christ demonstrated for all of us.

Please accept our most heartfelt appreciation and gratitude for all your prayers,
your continued prayers, and loving support.

Yours in Christ,

The Crowley Family
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BEST WISHES TO OUR
APRIL
BIRTHDAY CELEBRANTS

3 Amanda Helmstetter
3 Alicia Villalobos
4 Tanya Carroll
6 Nancy Hogan
8 Helen Harris
12 Martha Correa
15 Kelly Bartlett
16 Jessica Lankford
16 Grace Helmstetter
18 Stephanie Currier
18 Sandra Goring
20 Nathan Smith
28 Melissa Plyler
29 Matt Fry
29 Roger Greenway
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
] Palm Sunday 2 3 4 510:00 Mom’s Club 6 7
Gwinnett County of Duluth
9:15 SS/NPC Spring Break —
10:30 Worship NPC Preschool closed
11:30 SS/KYC Through 4/6 Maundy Thursday Good Friday

1:00 Worship KYC
2:00 KYC Fellowship
3:30 Bell Choir

5:00 Youth Choir
6:00 Youth Group

6:00 Praise Team

7-9:30 District BSA
Commissioners’ Mtg

No WND

7:30 Adult Choir
8:30 KYC Worship

7:00 Worship Service

7:00 Worship Service

9:00 KYC Prayer
Meeting

8 Easter Sunday

9:15 Easter Brunch
10:30 Worship NPC
11:45 Egg Hunt

1:00 Worship KYC
2:00 KYC Fellowship

9

6:00 Praise Team
6:30 Boy Scouts

10

11

5:45 Wed. Night
Dinner—
Helmstetter

6:20 Joan of Arcadia

7:30 Adult Choir

8:30 KYC Worship

12

13

9:00 KYC Prayer
Meeting

14

15

9:15 SS/NPC

10:30 Worship NPC
11:30 SS/KYC

12:30 Life & Nurture
1:00 Worship KYC
2:00 KYC Fellowship
3:00 Session Mtg
3:30 Bell Choir

5:00 Youth Choir
6:00 Youth Group

16

6:00 Praise Team
6:30 Boy Scouts

17

18

5:45 Wed. Night
dinner—
Karasek

6:20 Joan of Arcadia

7:30 Adult Choir

8:30 KYC Worship

19

20

11:30 Preschool
Trike-a-thon

9:00 KYC Prayer
Meeting

21

22

9:15 SS/NPC
10:30 Worship NPC

11:30 SS/KYC

1:00 Worship KYC
2:00 KYC Fellowship
3:30 Bell Choir

5:00 Youth Choir
6:00 Youth Group

23

6:00 Praise Team
6:30 Boy Scouts

24

25

5:45 Wed. Night
dinner—
Plyler/Bartlett

6:20 Joan of Arcadia

7:30 Adult Choir

8:30 KYC Worship

26

27

9:00 KYC Prayer
Meeting

28

4:00 Fish Fry and
activities

29

9:15 SS/NPC

10:30 Worship NPC
11:30 SS/KYC

1:00 Worship KYC
2:00 KYC Fellowship
3:30 Bell Choir

5:00 Youth Choir
6:00 Youth Group

30

6:00 Praise Team
6:30 Boy Scouts

3324 Medlock Bridge Road, Norcross, GA 30092 770.448.7744
www.norcrosspresbyterian.org



