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as well as presented by a smaller group (Anthems or Solos or Instrumental Pieces such as Bell Music). We
experience the Living Word through Prayers, which includes things like Confessional or Prayers of the People.
We experience God through the sacraments, such as baptism and the Lord’s Supper. So that’s at least seven

things besides the reading of Scripture and the Proclaiming of the Word (the theologically technical term for
sermon). And my guess is that you could come up with a couple that I have left off.

I also believe that we experience God in more times than just Sunday morning. The beauty of a sun-
set. The voice of a loved one. A hug or kind word just when you need it. The smell of good food. The chill of
a cold breeze (he wrote hoping fall would one day come). The company of good friends. The pain in your side
when you’ve laughed too much.

I believe that we experience God in other, not so positive times as well. In the darkness. In the pain.
In the lonely. In the valley. In the middle of the night when anxiety makes sleep impossible. In the salty tears.
In the loss. In the grief. In all the hurt.

I also say “...continue to experience The Word of the Lord together...” with the presumption that we
will continue to experience The Word of the Lord together. That is one of the themes of the discernment proc-
ess that with which we are now involved. God has not only worked with us in our past. God is not only active
with us in the present. God also is providing for us in the future. Whether, like Jonah, we go the direct oppo-
site way that God is calling us, or we like Paul, are just minding our business on the road to Damascus doing
what we are sure God wants, God provides care and mercy for us. God also provides a calling. God wants us
to spread care and mercy to others. Let us listen to the Holy Spirit through this time, and at all times, to hear
how God is calling us to do God’s work.

Let us continue to experience The Word of the Lord together, and let us,

Be Well, 4/17/

I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ
Jesus. — 1 Corinthians 1:4 (NRSV)

Special Event

S i_ On Sunday, September 9 at 10:30, we will have
§ 1 our annual outdoor worship service at Jones

P g p il |
N Bridge Park. It is always a favorite, so come with
O RC RO S S joy, dressed casually for the weather, bringing a

: chair, and bearing a side dish to share after worship
Presbyterl dn C'h U rCh at the hot dog and hamburger BBQ.
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New Sunday School
Opportunities:

We know you love your children — but do you ever feel
overwhelmed? Do you ever feel like things are sometimes
“out of control”? Do you ever think “if my child sasses me
one more time, I'm gonna lose it!!!"? If you answered yes
to any of these questions, then this Sunday school class
might be for you! The main reason | would like to start this
class is so we can all have a support system! | would like
to discuss a book on parenting every Sunday (or twice a
month).

If you are interested or have any ideas for the class,
please come and see Melissa Fry.

Looking forward to seeing you there!

Want to add a little more Drama to
your life? The fun kind?

Come join us in a new Sunday school
class led by Tanya Carroll. In the class
we will take a different skit each month
and read thru it, discuss how it relates
to our lives, assign parts and prepare
the piece to be performed in the worship
service. All in one month. No experi-
ence necessary ! You can try it for a
month or keep coming back for more it is
up to you. Classes will begin Sept 16th
with our first dramatic presentation on
Oct 7th.

Hope to see you there.
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Presbyterian Women

By Carol MacGregor

Every Christian has a call. Sometimes that call demands major life changes.
Sometimes it is answered in small acts of faithfulness made many times over in
the course of a lifetime. But what exactly does it mean to hear God’s call?

In the 2007-08 Horizons bible study, “Above and Beyond: Hearing God’s Call in
Jonah and Ruth,” Old Testament scholar and pastor Carol M. Bechtel looks at this
question through the lens of what God’s call meant for Jonah and Ruth. Not just a
“fish tale” or a “Cinderella story,” these biblical books offer us insight into what it
means for each of us to hear and heed God’s call. These books teach us that
God’s steadfast love goes above and beyond anything we could ever imagine.

No matter where you are on your life’s journey, this study challenges us to ask,
“What am I called to do? Who am I called to be? What am I called to say?”

A brief organizational meeting to set session times and days will be held after
church in the library on September 2nd. For more information, please call Carol
MacGregor at 770-840-9250 or send an email to macgregc(@comcast.net.
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Make the most of your Bible study
time and join us this year.




Fellowship Dinner!

Sunday, September 23rd

Join us for a Fellowship Dinner on Sunday,
# [1/7 /%  Sept 23, from 6:00 PM—9:00PM. The
ulo theme is a birthday celebration focused on

Baby Boomers (1946 - 1964) and specifically
the year 1957. A number of congregation
members were born in 1957 and are
celebrating their 50th birthdays this year!

We will talk a little about the 1940’s and
1950’s with the primary focus on music,

. cars, television, and events from the

- 1960’s and 1970’s when the Baby

Boomers were teens. Please send a few
favorite pictures (baby, childhood, teen
years, prom, first car, etc...) to Diane
C.I:] Lewis electronically or in a format that
clﬂ can be scanned. Let Chip Plyler know
about your favorite alboums and artists
from your teen years.

Happy Birthday to Pam Bartlett, Norma Badeaux, Diane Lewis, Chip Plyler,
Sandy Plyler, and Mundy Rado. If you are also celebrating a special birthday
this year please notify Diane or Norma.
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The Yin and Yang of China
By Bobby Akines

Ni hao (hello!) Everyone,

Sorry this has been so long in coming but I have been pretty busy and
without internet up until now. I have gotten some stern emails from some of
you asking for an update, so here is a recap of the past two weeks. This
trip has been a whirlwind. After losing a day of my life to a 20 hr flight
and crossing the international date line I finally arrived in China. We
stayed at a very nice hotel in downtown Beijing and got to sleep on a
comfortable bed for one last time (although there really are no comfortable
beds here because their idea of a bed is a 2-in-thick mattress on top of
plywood. This is not comfortable.)

So after some much-needed rest, the next day we went to the Temple of
Heaven, an ancient temple where the emperor would come to offer sacrifices to
their god for good harvest. The place was huge and beautiful. I have
attached a few pictures here. There is a picture here of me standing on a
stone that the Chinese believe to be the center of the universe. Pretty
cool!

Now we are in Qinhuangdao, a four-hr bus
ride east of Beijing. I really like the
city. We are staying at their big
university for training on the outskirts
of town. They think of this place as a
quiet little town...of 2 million people.
There is a great night market that forms
outside our university every night at
dusk and there are vendors selling all
kinds of food that you have never seen.
But I must say I was surprised at how
good all the food is here. I thought I
would have some slim pickings, but every
meal has been delicious. I do miss a
good ole' hamburger or steak though.

S T Ty e

When I first arrived I was blown away by the difference in culture. I felt
pretty isolated by not knowing the city and not being able to communicate,
but that is slowly changing. The people are different too. Chinese culture
is much more indirect. Earlier this week we went into a restaurant for lunch
and were promptly seated by the family who owned the little eatery.

As we waited to give our order we were informed that the cook was out and he
would not be back in until 4pm. In broken Chinglish we came to understand
that they would never tell us to leave, just that the cook was not in.

There have been many funny stories like this; I wish I could share them all.
But each day I feel more comfortable here. We are all adjusting and now I am
starting to really enjoy living among such a unique people. (cont. on pg. 6)
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The Yin and Yang of China (cont.)
By Bobby Akines

Today we had another great adventure
-- we went to the Great Wall. We went to
a part right near the sea and it was
beautiful. This part of the wall goes
straight up a steep mountain side, but the
vista from the top was amazing. It was so
cool to be in a place I had heard about
all my life and which is filled with so
much history.

I would love to hear from all of
you, so please write back. Sorry this is
so scrambled, but I think my brain has
been in that perpetual state since I
arrived here. Hope you guys enjoy these
pictures!

Love you all, Bobby

P.S. -- If you guys have or get Skype, send me your screen name and we can
talk. Also, notice this is the email I will be using from now on,
rakines@elic.org, so if you want to send me emails, send them here.

3::523133,

ihildcare

Happy September! We have begun school and the start of the year
has been great! We have several new faces and a lot of old

ones! We have a few new teachers that are wonderful additions to
the preschool! If anyone is ever interested in doing something with
the preschool children (gardening, reading, crafts, etc.), please
let me know. We have loved it in the past when someone from the
church has come by to do something fun with the kids! As always,
thank you for all of your love and support for the preschool! We
could not do what we do without you all! Love — Melissa

Thank you again to everyone who has helped recently in the preschool and all
around. Thank you to Matt, Marc, and Daniel for moving all of the refrigerators
around. Thank you to Sandy and Melissa Plyler for working on getting the food out of
the fridge upstairs and cleaning it out and then putting the food back into the new

one! Thank you to Chip for fixing the ice maker in the new one upstairs! And thank
you to Henry Singletary who has done a lot the past few weeks — staying at the
church until 9:00pm with the plumber fixing the leak in the dishwasher and then coming
and staying while someone fixed the refrigerator upstairs. Thank you to every single
person who helps the church in your own special way — we could not be a church
Without everyone being involved — very loving and caring people!! Love — Melissa
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the
Pu m p I‘ i n As we approach our sixth year, the primary
purpose of the NPC Pumpkin Patch
Pat e h continues to be outreach and fellowship,
with a secondary mission of fundraising.

The Patch is open for twenty-four days in October, giving us the opportunity to
reach out to local preschools; to meet our neighbors and visit with people who
drive by our church daily; and to spend some time with and get to know other
church members a little bit better during quiet times in the patch.

The secondary mission is fundraising, with the following plan for allocation of proceeds:

o Norcross Cooperative Ministry 40%
e Conference/Camps/Youth Programs 60%
o Conference and Camp Scholarships/Expenses 25%
e Montreat Music & Worship Conference 25%
e Youth Programs 10%

Please mark your calendar with the following important dates:

Sunday, September 16" 12-12:45pm Patch Kickoff Meeting
Saturday, September 29" Set Up Patch (9:00am until ?)

Sunday, October 7% UNLOAD PUMPKINS (4:00pm until ?)
Saturday, October 20" Barbeque and Bazaar

November 1* - 3" PATCH CLEANUP

We still need people to staff the patch — last year assistance came from NPC members and
friends, boy scouts, preschool parents, and NHS students. No offer of help is too small. We
also need cookie bakers and storytellers for morning preschool visits (300+ preschool visitors in
2006). Shift availability forms and committee sign up sheets will be available at the kickoff
meeting on 9/16 and subsequently in the narthex.

We hope that everyone will find a way
to participate in the fun and fulfillment I: e

that comes with working in the Patch. s
Pumpicin

Look for more news at the kickoff

meeting on Sunday, 9/16, in upcoming P at e h
bulletins, and in next month’s newslet-

ter. Please contact Diane Lewis or &_@/”:)
Larry Fluehr with questions or for more 6"
information.
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BEST WISHES TO OUR
SEPTEMBER
BIRTHDAY CELEBRANTS

A

2 Laura Lankford
3 Lisa Jemmings
4 Daniel Karasek
7 Becca Rado
16 Melissa Fry
19 Sarah Goring
24 Kathy Smith
25 Carla Johnstone
25 Pae Norman
28 Murphy Fry
30 Tim Rado
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
10:00 PW Bible
9:15 SS/NPC Study
10:30 Worship NPC | Labor Day Holiday
11:30 SS/KYC 2:00 PW Bible
1:00 Worship KYC | Preschool and Study

2:00 KYC Fellowship
6:00 Youth Group

Office Closed

8:00 KYC Class

7-9:30 District BSA
Commissioners’ Mtg
8:00 KYC Class

5:45 WND—Plyler/
Bartlett team
6:30 Discussion
7:30 Adult Choir
8:30 Praise Team
8:30 KYC Worship

6:30 Girl Scouts
8:00 KYC Class

9:00 KYC Prayer

9

10:30 NPC Worship
Jones Bridge
Park

11:30 SS/KYC

1:00 Worship KYC

2:00 KYC Fellowship

4:00 CE Meeting

6:00 Youth Group

10

6:30 Boy Scouts
8:00 KYC Class

11

8:00 KYC Class

12

5:45 WND—Lankford
team

6:30 Discussion

7:30 Adult Choir

8:30 Praise Team

8:30 KYC Worship

13

6:30 Girl Scouts
8:00 KYC Class

14

9:00 KYC Prayer
Meeting

15

9:30 Youth to NCM

12:00 Boy Scout
Troop 648 in
Pavilion area

16

9:15 SS/NPC

10:30 Worship NPC

11:30 SS/KYC

12:00 Pumpkin
Patch Mtg.

1:00 Worship KYC

2:00 KYC Fellowship

3:00 Session Mtg.

6:00 Youth Group

17

6:30 Boy Scouts
8:00 KYC Class

18

8:00 KYC Class

19

5:45 WND—Plyler/
Youth team
6:30 Discussion
7:30 Adult Choir
8:30 Praise Team
8:30 KYC Worship

20

6:30 Girl Scouts
8:00 KYC Class

21

9:00 KYC Prayer

22

23

9:15 SS/NPC

10:30 Worship NPC

11:30 SS/KYC

1:00 Worship KYC

2:00 KYC Fellowship

6:00 Fellowship
Dinner

6:00 Youth Group

24

6:30 Boy Scouts
8:00 KYC Class

25

8:00 KYC Class

26

Newsletter deadline

5:45 WND—Fry team
6:30 Discussion

7:30 Adult Choir

8:30 Praise Team
8:30 KYC Worship

27

8:00 KYC Class

28

9:00 KYC Prayer
Meeting

29

9:00 Pumpkin Patch
Set-up

30

9:15 SS/NPC

10:30 Worship NPC
11:30 SS/KYC

1:00 Worship KYC
2:00 KYC Fellowship
6:00 Youth Group




