
 
So, the old decade of “The Oughts” has come and gone.  It brought us many good 

things and some not so good things.  It brought us 9.11, and the worst depression that anyone 
living can remember.  It saw war and tsunamis. 

But, for the Frys, it brought us Kayla and Murphy.  The Oughts took a beloved dog 
from us, and brought a new one (and perhaps a dumber one if possible).  We bought our first 
house, sold it, and bought our second house.  The Oughts brought us two brothers-in-law, 
one for each of our sisters.  It brought a niece and a nephew as well.  Now we are “Unca 
Matt” and “Aunt Issa.”   

The Oughts also brought us together, the Frys and NPC.  One of the many joys that I 
count in my life is raising our daughters with you.  To see the love that they know is theirs 
while at NPC is something that I hold dear to my heart, and is the best way I can think of for 
passing on a deep and worthwhile life of faith. 

I would be remiss if in mentioning the Church I didn’t point out that The Oughts 
brought the most infighting in the PCUSA denomination than I can remember even reading 
about, with the exception of the merger of the Southern and Northern Presbyterians in 1983.  
It seemed like 10 years long of arguing again and again about our form of Government and 
other important things. 

Knowing how much I love the Church, and NPC in particular, I want to see the 
Church continue to work it out, to find new ways to live and accomplish the mission that 
God has set before us together.  I commit with renewed resolve to work for the continued life 
of the Denomination over the next 10 years into a long future. 

Anyway, those are some of my ups and downs of the decade.  What are yours? 
Be well, 
 
 

  
 
   I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God 
   that has been given you in Christ Jesus. 

    I Corinthians 1:4 (NRSV) 
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NPC's got Talent?? is coming Saturday, February 27!  

 

All kinds of acts sought!  Be creative! 
 

Looking for solos, groups, singers, dancers, contortion-
ists, musicians, magicians, poets, actors, ventrilo-

quists, puppeteers, mimes, talking dog and frog acts, 
suitable stand-up comedy, novelty acts, dramatiza-

tions, and parodies; daredevils **, high-wire** or div-
ing** acts, human cannonballs**, trapeze acts**, sword 

swallowers**, fire eaters**. 
 

LIVE JUDGES! Chili cook-off! 

FUN and FRIENDSHIP with your church FAMILY. 
MORE DETAILS TO COME .... PASS IT ON. 

 

If you already have an idea - let us know.  Thanks. 
 

Prospective Judges: Contact Elizabeth Scott 
 

Chili Cook-off details: Contact Jill Swenson 
 

Acts, Booking:  Contact Ken Birmingham 
 

Musical acts can use live or recorded accompaniment. 
 

** Just kidding ... 
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Don’t think you can act or sing? Can’t play an instrument? 

Get your pots and pans ready to enter NPC’s first (annual??) 

Chili Cook-Off !!! 

CHILI COOK-OFF RULES! 
 

1. Chili should be at the church by 5:45 p.m. on Saturday, February 27th. 

2. Chili must be prepared in advance by anyone in your family or on your team 

(you decide). Limit of two people per team. 

3. You should bring a minimum of 2 gallons of chili keeping in mind that the more 

you bring, the more people will be able to taste and the more potential votes you 

will receive. (Remember, everyone at NPC loves to eat and this will be our meal 

that night.) 

4. Please provide all condiments (i.e. chopped onion, hot peppers, grated cheese, 

hot sauce) that you serve with your chili.  

5. Please bring your chili heated and ready to eat, and if possible, provide your 

own heating apparatus. We have a few at church but crock pots will work too. 

You might want to bring a heavy duty extension cord. 

6. Bowls, spoons, cups, napkins, drinks and ice cream for dessert will be provided. 

7. Team costume allowed, but not required. 

8. You must be willing to eat your own chili! 

9. Prizes awarded! 

 

Register your team by Friday, February 26 with:  

Mary (blackburnconsulting@comcast.net) or Jill (jill.swenson@gmail.com)  

Mark your calendar for 
Saturday, February 27 to enter 

your family’s favorite chili 
recipe or if you’re brave, try a 

new recipe. 
Your chili could be the winner!!!!  

CHILI COOK-OFF... 



 

February and March 2010 announcements for 

The NPC Ringers 
Handbells are open to all musicians 

Hello, February!  The 2010 debut of all 
full five octaves will be on February 7. 
 
Spring Program:  We are preparing for Lent (Ash 
Wednesday is February 17), Palm Sunday, and 
Easter.  Come hear our expanded bell choir—we now 
number 12 ringers — with room for more! 
 

If you are interested in ringing, and if you have ever 
played an instrument or sung in a chorus for a year 
or so:   you can do it! 
The NPC Ringers are open to all musicians Middle 
School age and up.  You do not  have to be a mem-
ber of NPC to play.  We have positions available for 
both bass and treble clef ringers.  So, join the hand-
bell choir — it is an integrated part of our Ministry of 
Music.  Our current ringers will help you get started.  
Ringing handbells is a community effort, and we are all in it together. 
 
Montreat Music and Worship Conference has handbell sessions.  
NPC is attending Week 1 (starting June 20)  Check it out at 

http://www.presbymusic.org/montreat.html 
 
     - Ken Birmingham 

Handbell Calendar for February and March 2010 

Date Ringers’ Activities Comments 

February 7 Play at morning worship Setup at 8:45 AM 

NO afternoon rehearsal 

February 14, 21, 28 Rehearsal at 1:30 PM Regular rehearsals 

March 7 Play at morning worship. 

Possible 1:30 rehearsal 

Setup at 8:45 AM, there may be an 

afternoon rehearsal 

March 14, 21 Rehearsal at 1:30 PM Regular rehearsals 

March 28 Play at Palm Sunday  

worship service 

Setup at 8:45 AM, there may be an 

afternoon rehearsal 

April 4 Play at Easter Sunday  

worship service 

Setup at 8:45 AM 

NO afternoon rehearsal 

Page 4 



Page 5 

 

Presbyterian Women 
 

 

By Carol MacGregor 

 

CONFERENCE FOR THE CARING COMMUNITY 
 

Saturday, February 13 is the 2010 date for this annual half-day event that 
Presbyterian Women in the Greater Atlanta Presbytery offer to women.  Atten-
dance is open to all women and includes workshops on spiritual, mental, and 
physical well-being. 
 

Theme:  “Jesus Loves You...Take Care of Yourself!” 
Place:  Clairmont Presbyterian Church 

Time:  8:30 am — 1:00 pm 
Registration:  $15.00 per person (includes lunch) 

 

Women who are interested in attending should contact Carol at 770.840.9250 or 
macgregc@comcast.net. 
 

Information and registration forms for this and other events for women will be 
posted on the Presbyterian Women bulletin board in the church hallway when 
they become available. 

 
SPRING ONE DAY OPPORTUNITIES 

 

Women’s Spring Spiritual Retreat 
Peachtree Presbyterian Church 

Tuesday, April 13, 10:00am to 2:30pm 
 

PW in the Presbytery’s Spring Spiritual Retreat 
One day at a “closer location” 

Saturday, April 17 
 

Come See Columbia Day 
Columbia Theological Seminary 

Thursday, April 22 
 

Full information about these events will be posted on the Presbyterian Women bulletin board in 
the church hallway as it is received. 
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Lionheart Theatre Company 
Presents: 

 

FLYIN’ WEST 

By Pearl Cleage 

Directed by Tanya Carroll 

 

Set in 1898, Flyin’ West is the story of black female pioneers —  

some former slaves — who overcame tremendous odds to work their own land 

in the wilderness of Nicodemus, Kansas. 

 

determination     racism     feminism     pride     freedom 

 

Performance Dates: 
February 12, 13, 14 
February 19, 20, 21 

 
Friday and Saturday shows at 7:30pm 

Sunday shows at 2pm 
 

Tickets: $15 for adults/$12 for seniors & students 
Complimentary dessert will be served. 

 
Reservations highly recommended: 

visit www.lionhearttheatre.org 
or call 678-938-8518 

 
College Street Playhouse 

Norcross Cultural Arts & Community Center 
10 College Street 

Downtown Norcross 



 

 BEST WISHES TO OUR 
FEBRUARY 

BIRTHDAY CELEBRANTS 

2 Tyler Smith 

9 Katie Steele 

11 Florence Cochran 

11 Bobby Akines 

15 Lyn Ferraiolo 

17 Jim Valentine 

18 David Lankford 

18 Sue Lithopoulos 

19 Kayla Fry 

19   Alan Lankford 

20  Sarah Akines 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

1 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
6:30 Boy Scouts 

2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 
 

Preschool Early 
Release at 11:30 

 

 
5:45 WND —  
        Plyler/Bartlett 
6:30 Discussion 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
8:30 KYC Bible Study 

4 
 
Preschool Early 
Release at 11:30 

 
 
 
 
6:45 Jr. Girl Scouts 

5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9:00 KYC Prayer  
        Meeting 

6 

 
 
  

1:30 KYC Bible Study 

 
 

 

7 

9:15 SS/NPC 
9:15 Praise Team 
9:30 Prayer Shawl 
10:30 NPC Worship 
12:00 SS/KYC 
1:00 KYC Worship  
2:30 KYC Fellowship 
4:00 Praise Kids 
6:00 Youth Group 
        (at the Fry’s) 

8 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
6:30 Boy Scouts 
 

9 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

10 
 

 
 
 
 
 
5:45 WND — Lewis 
6:30 Discussion 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
8:30 KYC Bible Study 

11 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9:00 KYC Prayer  
        Meeting 

13 

 
 
1:30 KYC Bible Study 
 
 
 
 
 

 14 
9:15 SS/NPC 
9:15 Praise Team 
9:30 Prayer Shawl 
10:30 NPC Worship  
12:00 SS/KYC 
1:00 KYC Worship 
1:30 NPC Ringers  
2:30 KYC Fellowship 
 

15 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
6:30 Boy Scouts 

16 

 

 
 
 
 

17 
 

Ash Wednesday 
 

 
 
6:30 Ash Wednesday 
      Worship & Dinner 
      (Helmstetter) 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
8:30 KYC Bible Study 

18 

 
 
 

 
6:45 Jr. Girl Scouts 
 

19 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
9:00 KYC Prayer  
        Meeting 

20 
 

 
1:30 KYC Bible Study 
 
         
 
 
 

219:15 SS/NPC 
9:15 Praise Team 
9:30 Prayer Shawl 
10:30 NPC Worship  
12:00 SS/KYC 
1:00 KYC Worship 
1:30 NPC Ringers  
2:30 KYC Fellowship 
3:00 Session 
4:00 Praise Kids 
6:00 Youth Group 

22 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30 Boy Scouts 
 

23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

24 
 
newsletter deadline 
 
 
 
5:45 WND —  
        Lankford 
6:30 Discussion 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
8:30 KYC Bible Study 

25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

26 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9:00 KYC Prayer  
        Meeting 

27 
 7:00 Pickron Rental 
          (til 4:00pm) 
 
 
1:30 KYC Bible Study 
 
 
6:00 Chili Cook-off 
7:00 NPC’s got Talent 
 

28 
9:15 SS/NPC 
9:15 Praise Team 
9:30 Prayer Shawl 
10:30 NPC Worship  
12:00 SS/KYC 
1:00 KYC Worship 
1:30 NPC Ringers  
2:30 KYC Fellowship 
6:00 Youth Group 
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**For the latest scheduling additions and updates, view our online calendar at** 

 http://calendar.yahoo.com/norcrosspres 

at Norcross Presbyterian Church 
3324 Medlock Bridge Road, Norcross, GA 30092   770.448.7744 

www.norcrosspresbyterian.org 


